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FFaammiilliieess  iinn  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  RReenneewwiinngg  tthhee  FFaaccee  ooff  tthhee  EEaarrtthh  
 
 
October 22, 2008 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Today, the United States and the rest of the world are in the midst of a financial crisis that is 
causing unprecedented economic woes and anxieties for many people.  In times like this, it is 
always good to be reminded of what our Lord has said:  “Fear not for I am with you” (Isaiah 
41:10).  It is also good to remember that God desires nothing but the best for us as He also 
said:   “For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare, not for woe! plans to give you a future full of hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  However, 
oftentimes undesirable situations which are consequences of man’s poor exercise of his free 
will are permitted by God in order to bring about a greater good.  The economic crisis that we 
face is no different and is perhaps an opportunity given by the Lord for us to grow in our faith 
and to demonstrate our trust in Him and faithfulness to Him.  Recognizing that God is always 
in control, it is also no mere coincidence that the economic crisis facing us is somehow 
intertwined with an important event that is coming up early next month. 
  
On November 4th, the United States of America will make a very important decision on who 
will lead this great country for the next four years.  This year’s presidential and congressional 
elections are particularly critical for what is at stake – the culture of life in this country and 
for that matter in the rest of the world which is strongly influenced by what happens in the 
United States.  Today, we constantly hear about change but what we must remember is that 
true change can only come about by building a culture of life and a civilization of love.  
Dealing with the abortion issue for example, is very fundamental to this process of change. 
 
CFC is a non-partisan organization and does not endorse specific candidates for public office.  
However we have the pastoral responsibility to guide our members on certain critical issues 
that affect our most fundamental values as Catholic Christians and as citizens.  Being one 
with the Catholic Church, we submit ourselves to the authority of the Bishops of the United 
States who through the USCCB recently stated in their document Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship that: “The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral 
character of society is a requirement of our faith.”  The full text of the document can be 
found in http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf.  Many Bishops have 
issued further summary statements to reinforce the key points of the USCCB document.   
 
One such statement (attached) from the Bishops of Dallas and Forth Worth, Texas clearly 
points out that:  
1. Not all issues have the same moral equivalence.  Some issues are “intrinsically evil”; that 

is, they can never under any circumstance or condition be morally justified.  Preeminent 
among these intrinsic evils are legalized abortion, the promotion of same sex unions, 
repression of religious liberty, as well as public policies permitting euthanasia, racial 
discrimination or destructive human embryonic stem cell research. 

2. The overriding issue of abortion while not the “only issue” is the defining moral issue, not 
only today, but of the last 35 years.  The outcome of this year’s election will determine 

http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/FCStatement.pdf


for the next 30 years the face of the Supreme Court which is now just one vote away from 
overturning the most unjust decision it has ever rendered: Roe v. Wade in 1973.  Since 
then, more than 48 million innocent lives have been lost through surgical abortion alone.  
This is equivalent to the total population of more than 25 major cities in the United States 
being completely wiped out. 

3. Other issues such as immigration reform, healthcare, the economy and its solvency, care 
and concern for the poor, and the war on terror, have many possible solutions that can be 
reasonably debated and these are matters of “prudential judgment.”  The USCCB 
document clearly states that: “issues of prudential judgment are not morally equivalent to 
issues involving intrinsic evils.  No matter how right a candidate is on any of these issues, 
it does not outweigh a candidate’s unacceptable position in favor of an intrinsic evil such 
as abortion or the protection of ‘abortion rights.’” 

4. As Catholics, we are morally obligated to pray, to act and to vote to abolish the evil of 
abortion in America, limiting it as much as we can until it is finally abolished.  To vote 
for a candidate who supports the intrinsic evil of abortion or “abortion rights” when there 
is a morally acceptable alternative would be to cooperate in the evil – and therefore 
morally impermissible.  

 
Armed with the Church’s teachings and guidelines on these grave matters, we as Catholics 
must educate ourselves on where candidates stand on these issues and then exercise our 
properly formed conscience accordingly.  May God bless our nation and the world. 
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